Stability of FK 506 in whole blood samples.
The effect of storage time and temperature on the stability of FK 506 in patient blood samples and quality control samples was assessed with the Abbott IMx microparticle enzyme immunoassay. Blood FK 506 concentrations measured at days 0, 2, 3, 4, 7, and 14 were stable at room (22 degrees C), refrigerator (4 degrees C), and freezer (-70 degrees C) temperatures for the 2-week study period. Patient samples stored at -70 degrees C for almost 1 year and then reanalyzed for FK 506 were also found to be stable.